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Sophia Symposium 2015

Empire and Aftermath:
New Perspectives on the Legacies
of the Japanese Empire
Friday, June 19 2015
Sophia University, Building 10 Room 301

This interdisciplinary symposium brings together scholars from the fields of So-

ciology, Anthropology, History and Political Science whose research focuses on 

the Japanese empire and its aftermath in Asia. Existing studies of postcolonialism 

and decolonization processes tend to exclusively explore the dissolution of Euro-

pean empires, with an emphasis on nations in the Global South. A major goal of 

this symposium is to expand the field of postcolonial studies to include East Asia 

as a central point of inquiry and comparison. This one-day symposium, to be held 

at Sophia University in Tokyo, will feature scholars working on such diverse topics 

as the developmental legacies of Japanese imperialism in China, the reassertion of 

Chinese and Taiwanese identities after 1945, the possibilities of cosmopolitanism 

under colonial hegemony, the role of the human sciences in claiming post-imperial 

space, and post-imperial reckoning and legal space. 

The event is open and no registration is required.
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PROGRAM

10:45-11:00 Welcoming Remarks

11:00-12:30 Session 1: Colonial Legacies in Taiwan

Chair: James Farrer (Professor, Sophia University)

“Colonial Legacies and the Reassertion of Taiwanese Consciousness under Chi-
nese Rule”
Evan Dawley, Goucher College

“Changing Perceptions of Colonial Architecture in Taipei”
Charles D. Musgrove, St. Mary’s College of Maryland 

12:30-1:45 Lunch Break

1:45-3:15 Session 2: Post-imperial Space

Chair: Mark Caprio, (Professor, Rikkyo University)

“Comprehensive and Cooperative: Human Scientists in Early Postwar Japan”
Miriam Kingsberg, University of Colorado

“City between Empire and Nation: Local Experiences of Decolonization in Post-
war Dairen, 1945-1955”
Christian Hess, Sophia University (Symposium Organizer)

3:15-3:30 Coffee Break

3:30-5:00: Session 3: Cosmopolitanism, Internationalism and Development

Chair: Linda Grove (Professor Emerita, Sophia University)

“Empire, Industry and War: Rebuilding the China-Japan relationship, 1949-
1972”
Amy King, The Australian National University

“Cosmopolitan Dream, Colonial Hegemony: The Manchurian Motion Picture 
Corporation and the Production of My Nightingale (1943)”
Seio Nakajima, Waseda University

5:00-5:15: Closing Remarks
This symposium is hosted by ICC Research Unit on “Postcolonial Asian Cities.”
 

(We are sorry to have to an-
nounce that Dr. Yukiko KOGA’s 
appearance had to be cancelled 
due to her personal reasons. 
Following this cancellation, the 
program has changed from our 
former announcement. )

Images from Wiki commons
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Evan DAWLEY (Goucher College)

“Colonial Legacies and the Reassertion of Taiwanese Con-
sciousness under Chinese Rule”

Living under Japanese rule for five decades, indigenous residents of Jilong and 

other cities went through multiple processes of identity formation and reconstruc-

tion. Thus, the creation of a new Taiwanese consciousness (or consciousnesses) 

was among the most significant legacies of the period of Japanese rule as the 

Taiwanese faced the nation-building projects of a new set of external rulers. Upon 

gaining control of Taiwan in 1945, the Republic of China faced two daunting tasks: 

reconstructing the island’s heavily damaged cities and assimilating the residents 

to a Chinese national identity. Most Nationalist officials approached these projects 

with a combination of limited knowledge about Taiwan’s recent past and a rela-

tive lack of concern with Taiwanese interests. Instead, they relied on a conviction 

that state-led developmentalist programs would achieve the former goal, and that 

a range of educational and social reforms would accomplish the resinification of 

the population. An examination of the process of rebuilding the northern port city 

of Jilong sheds new light on how Taiwanese defended the collective identity that 

they had forged during the decades of Japanese rule. This identity was primarily 

ethnic in character, in that it accommodated to the political context of successive 

nation-states without adopting the imposed nationalist consciousness. This paper 

will concentrate on how Taiwanese used religious institutions and practices to 

defend their ethnic community in the face of Chinese efforts to transform them.

Sophia Symposium 2015

Empire and Aftermath:
New Perspectives on the Legacies
of the Japanese Empire

Abstracts
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Charles D. MUSGROVE (St. Mary’s College of Maryland)

“Changing Perceptions of Colonial Architecture in Taipei”

I investigate ritual, architecture, and protests in public spaces in Taiwan, particu-

larly in the capital Taipei, as the Republic of China moved from single-party rule 

under the Nationalist Party (KMT) into liberal democracy. From 1945 to 2000, 

Taipei was transformed, first, from a Japanese colonial city to an appropriate place 

where residents (from the perspective of KMT planners) could be transformed 

into Chinese citizens; and then Taipei’s public spaces were appropriated by op-

position groups, which in turn fostered a distinctly Taiwanese identity. For the 

workshop, I will focus on changing perceptions of Japanese colonial architecture. 

During the late 1940s and 1950s, Taipei’s built environment served as a continual, 

concrete reminder of that colonial past even as KMT leaders actively tried to erase 

what for many was a truly mixed legacy. The KMT used parades and mass rituals 

as part of a broader program to teach Taiwanese people  how to be Chinese after 

decades of Japanese rule. At first, Japanese colonial buildings and streets served 

as stages for such lessons. The irony was not lost on KMT planners. Thus, begin-

ning in the mid-1960s, there was a concerted effort to make the city look more 

Chinese through the sponsorship of a “Chinese architectural renaissance,” which 

sought the creation of a modern form of Chinese national architecture. Some 

critics observed that in the effort to draw attention away from Taipei’s “Japanese 

core,” the new structures exaggerated the use of Chinese Northern Palace Style in 

a manner that simply created new colonial forms that were just as alien in the Tai-

wanese context as Japanese colonial style had been. With democratization since 

the late 1980s, meanwhile, a discourse of appreciation for Japanese structures as 

“historical landmarks” has arisen as the colonial era has been reclaimed as a cru-

cial element in the molding of Taiwanese identity.
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Miriam KINGSBERG (University of Colorado)

“Comprehensive and Cooperative: Human Scientists in 
Early Postwar Japan”

This presentation examines the role of human scientists (scholars of “race” and 

“culture”) in recreating a national identify for Japan following the traumatic loss 

of the empire in 1945. Defeat destroyed the credibility of the government, leav-

ing a vacuum of public influence that intellectuals eagerly strove to fill. During 

the Occupation (1945-1952), they developed a methodology called “comprehen-

sive human science” (sōgō jinrui kagaku), referring to the interdisciplinary, field-

work-based study of a defined area. The word “comprehensive” was often used 

interchangeably with “cooperative” (kyōdō), reflecting the importance of this re-

search in uniting human scientists as a professional community. Working together 

in the field, scholars overcame lingering interpersonal tensions from the war years 

and adopted a “conspiracy of silence” regarding past collaboration with the Jap-

anese state and military. Through their claim to produce “objective” knowledge, 

they asserted the right to define boundaries and 

belonging in the postwar nation. 

However, as demonstrated by the first major 

comprehensive human science expedition, 

which ventured to the island of Tsushima in 

1950-1951, “objectivity” itself was a political 

strategy. In the age of empire, human scientists 

studied Tsushima to find evidence of cultural 

and biological relationships between the Jap-

anese and Koreans that might in turn justify 

imperial rule over Korea. During the Occupa-

tion, although the United States affirmed Jap-

anese sovereignty over Tsushima, the newly 

established Republic of Korea also claimed the 

island. Over seventy human scientists participat-

ed in two field seasons of research intended to 

reframe Tsushima from a “step-stone” between 

Japan and the Asian mainland, to unequivocally 

“Japanese” territory. Despite repudiating the 

“politicized” scholarship of the imperial era, 

human scientists remained, as before, inclined 

to use orthodox nationalism
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Christian HESS (Sophia University)

  “City between Empire and Nation: Local Experiences of 
Decolonization in Postwar Dairen, 1945-1955”

Over the past several years the topic of the dissolution of the Japanese empire has 

received renewed scholarly attention. Recent studies of the shifting geopolitical 

terrain in East Asia after 1945 have explored such diverse topics as the complex 

identity politics involved in the movement and categorization of formal imperial 

subjects; the mass repatriation of Japanese colonists and their plight in postwar 

Japan; and war crimes trials and the ongoing pursuit of justice and commemora-

tion of the suffering caused by military atrocities in the region. However we still 

lack detailed local studies of how various colonial and imperial legacies impacted 

the decolonization and nation-building processes in key locales of Japan’s former 

empire. The present study attempts to fill such a gap by investigating the local 

experiences of decolonization in the former Japanese colonial port city of Dairen 

(Dalian), a city that after the war found itself in geopolitical limbo. What had once 

been a key trading and manufacturing hub in the Japanese empire was after 1945 

occupied by Soviet troops and essentially became part of a Soviet naval com-

plex until the early 1950s. By focusing on how residents (Japanese, Chinese and 

Russian) experienced the intense swings in geopolitics, competing nationalisms, 

renewed foreign military occupation, and the arrival of socialism in the city, the 

paper hopes to complicate our understanding of the decolonization process in 

postwar Northeast Asia
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Amy KING (The Australian National University)

“Empire, Industry and War: Rebuilding the China-Japan 
Relationship, 1949-1972”

This paper stems from a book 

project exploring the post-

WWII rebuilding of economic 

relations between China and 

Japan. Drawing on hundreds of 

recently declassified Chinese 

documents, it argues that in 

the wake of the Second World 

War, China’s Communist lead-

ers saw Japan as a symbol of a 

modern, industrialised nation, 

and Japanese goods, technolo-

gy, expertise and development 

path as crucial in helping to meet their goal of rapid industrialisation. Japan’s his-

tory of imperialism in China meant that Japanese goods, machinery and industrial 

practices had already penetrated China’s economy and society and were readily 

accessible to the Chinese Communists in the 1950s, 60s and 70s. More important-

ly though, during these decades, China’s leaders viewed Japan as the only Asian 

country to have made the successful transition from an agrarian country to a mod-

ern, industrialised one. Like China, Japan was a fellow ‘late industrialiser’ whose 

officials understood the challenges of rapid industrialisation, and the importance 

of technology in achieving ‘catch up’ growth.

 Though it is no longer notable to suggest that the legacy of Japanese empire did 

not come to an abrupt end in 1945, this book breaks new ground by showing how 

Japanese empire continued to penetrate Communist China at a time when the two 

countries were ostensibly ‘closed’ to one another. Yet it also shows that Japanese 

ideas of economic development and industrialisation were not accepted whole-

sale in Communist China. This paper therefore focuses on some of the significant 

limitations to China’s understanding of Japan’s economic development model. I 

explore Japanese pre- and postwar ideas of economic development, and show 

how these Japanese ideas were made to ‘fit’ the local Chinese context by being 

filtered through Chinese actors, institutions and extant ideas. By studying this 

process of idea localisation, and the movement of ideas around East Asia, I argue 

that Chinese policy-makers developed a number of ‘mistaken’ ideas about Japan’s 

economic and industrial achievements. The paper concludes with a discussion of 

Japanese postwar assessments of the legacy Japanese empire and economic plan-

ning in China.
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Seio NAKAJIMA (Waseda University)

“Cosmopolitan Dream, Colonial Hegemony: The Manchu-
rian Motion Picture Corporation and the Production of My 
Nightingale (1943)”

 This paper contributes to the emerging sociological research on cosmopolitan-

ism by presenting a historical and institutional analysis of the production (and 

to a lesser extent reception) of an arguably “cosmopolitan” film, My Nightingale 

(Watashi no uguisu, dir. Shimazu Yasujiro, 1943), produced at the height of Japan’s 

ethnic-nationalist period during the Second World War. I ask the following three 

key research questions. First, which aspects, if any, of the film text entail cosmo-

politanism? Secondly, how and why did the possibly cosmopolitan aspects of the 

film text emerge under the existence of ethnic-nationalist policies, institutions, 

attitudes, and behavior in the Japanese colonial empire? Thirdly, what implica-

tions does this case study have on the ongoing debates on cosmopolitanism? 

By providing answers to these questions, I argue that ahistorical, normative call 

for cosmopolitanism may hinder our grasp of the possibility that some claims of 

cosmopolitanism entail the rationality of narrow ethnocentric nationalism. As 

a historical hindsight, it is easy to dismiss Manchuria’s slogan of gozoku kyōwa 

(peaceful co-existence of the five nationalities) and ōdo rakudo (heavenly place of 

virtuous rule) as simple political propaganda. But it may also be the case that this 

apparently cosmopolitan justification might have strengthened the repressiveness 

and discrimination of the Japanese colonial rule in Manchuria. In other words, I 

contend that the case study of the Manchurian Motion Picture Corporation and the 

production of My Nightingale suggests the possible co-existence of “cosmopolitan 

dream” and “colonial hegemony.”


